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Further to my letter of 23 September 2013 I am pleased to update the Committee on the
progress of the Scottish Rural Parliament.

The Rural Parliament Management Group successfully applied for company status in
December 2013 and the new company, Scottish Rural Action (SRA) together with it's board
members (see Annex A) and newly appointed project co-ordinator, Emma Cooper, continue
to take the project forward.

The intial tranche of Scottish Government funding (£75,000) has now been awarded which
has enabled the event location and date to be finalised as Oban on 6-8 November 2014.
The community-led Atlantis Leisure Centre and Corran Halls have been confirmed as the
primary venues in Oban, with additional venues to be secured throughout the town as
required. The event will give both the host town and the surrounding area of Argyll & Bute an
opportunity to showcase their finest local produce, talent and community projects to the
delegates.

A Rural Parliamentary Advisory Forum has been selected (for members see Annex B) who
will meet for the first time on 18 March 2014 where they will agree a remit and begin to
develop the parliament programme. A tendering process was undertaken for the
development of a community engagement strategy and was awarded to Community
Enterprise who will now move forward with a nationwide information, engagement and
mobilisation process.
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The final programme for the Rural Parliament event will be developed in consultation with
both the Advisory Forum and rural communities. A draft copy will be provided to the
Committee when available.

RICHARD LOCHHEAD
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ANNEX A

Scottish Rural Action

Directors:

John Hutchison (Chair) - Community Land Scotland (former Lochaber Area Manager of
Highland Council)
Angus Hardie - Scottish Community Alliance
Norman MacAskill- SCVO
Jon Hollingdale - Community Woodlands Association
Sandy Brunton - Developments Trusts Association Scotland and Scottish Islands Federation
Vanessa Halhead - RP Adviser and European Rural Community Alliance
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Scottish Rural Parliament - Advisory Forum members

Organisation representative
2 regional Community Councils networks TBC
Cairngorms National Park Authority TBC
Community Energy Scotland Carola Bell
Community Land Scotland David Cameron
Community Transport Association John MacDonald
Community Woodlands Association Jon Hollingdale
COSLA TBC
Council of Ethnic Minority Voluntary Sector TBC
Organisations (Scotland)
Countryside Alliance George Macdonald
Citizens Advice Scotland Carol Greer
Development Trusts Association Scotland Rory Dutton
Federation of Small Businesses David Richardson

1---.

Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park TBC
National Farmers Union Scotland Scott Walker
Nourish Peter Ritchie
Rural Housing Service Derek Logie
Rural Practitioners Association Scotland Susan Taylor
Royal Voluntary Service Peter McColl
Scottish Allotments & Gardens Society TBC
Scottish Association of Young Farmers Clubs Penny Montgomerie
Scottish Chamber of Commerce TBC
Scottish Churches Rural Group Bill Harvey-.
Scottish Community Alliance Angus Hardie
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations Norman MacAskili
Scottish Crofting Federation Derek Flyn
Scottish Environment Link Diarmid Hearns
Scottish Fishermen's Federation Bertie Armstrong

Scottish Land and Estates Sarah Jane Laing
Scottish Tenant Farmers Association Dr Stewart Jamieson
Scottish Tourism Alliance Marc Crothall
Scottish Women's Rural Institute Isobel Robertson to May

2014
" Christine Hutton from May-
Scottish Youth Parliament Jamie Dunlop

-
Scottish Islands Federation Sandy Brunton?-
Voluntary Action Scotland Niall Smith
Voluntary Arts Scotland Jemma Neville
Individual John Watt
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Plunkett Foundation Andrew Prendergast
-

Scottish Food and Drink Federation Colette Backwell
Scottish Rural College SRUC Sarah Skerratt

Observers
..-

Highlands & Islands Enterprise Rachael McCormack TBC
Scottish Enterprise Julian Pace
Scottish Government Alistair Prior
Scottish Government Jody Fleck

-

Scottish Government Lorraine Macrae
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